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BEYOND THE CONTINGENT: EPISTEMOLOGICAL AUTHORITY, A
PASCALIAN REVIVAL, AND THE RELIGIOUS IMAGINATION IN THIRD
REPUBLIC FRANCE

Wipf Stock Publishers, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Synopsis: In light of the contemporary struggle between science
and faith, Kathleen Mulhern s timely exploration of late nineteenth-century neo-Pascalian thought both
recovers a lost perspective on the war between science and religion and oEers a fruitful angle of study for
twenty-first-century reflection. As the science vs. religion rancor reached its early fury at the turn of the century,
many devout French Catholic intellectuals struggled with the increasingly dogmatic spirit in both the Roman
Catholic Church and the scientific community. The dominant ideology of scientism within the intellectual
establishment of the Third Republic (1870-1940) collided with a growing authoritarianism within the Church,
expressed in the 1893 papal encyclical, Providentissimus. Physicist Pierre Duhem, philosopher Maurice Blondel,
and priest Lucien Laberthonniere rejected the Roman Catholic Church s Thomistic methodology and sought
intellectual inspiration instead in the philosophy of seventeenth-century scientist, mathematician, philosopher,
and Christian apologist Blaise Pascal. These neo-Pascalians oEered an alternative to the adversarial
relationship between modern culture and orthodox Catholic faith, but their ideas came to an abrupt and bitter
conclusion when they ran afoul of Church authority. The narrative and contribution of the neo-Pascalians
oEers many insights and lessons that could helpfully inform the contemporary debates surrounding the
dialogue between science and religion. Endorsements: Kathleen Mulhern oEers a well-written and deeply
documented study of how the philosophy and theology of Blaise Pascal influenced certain later thinkers (the
Pascalisants) in their response to the religious and scientific controversies of their day. In so doing, she provides
deep insights not only into Pascal s worldview, but also concerning early modern European intellectual history
(particularly Third Republic France), the philosophy of science, and the philosophy of religion. Readers...
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