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indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: .Carl Maria von Weber, is now known as a very distinguished musician. He
was born at Eutin, where the Baron had obtained the post of town-musician. Carl was always a delicate child.
During his boyhood his father led a wandering life, and Carl went with him everywhere. The Baron had given
up his place as townmusician of Eutin and was now a theatrical manager. Whenever he could collect an
audience he gave plays, with his older children as the actors. From Carl s birth, his father was determined to
make an infant prodigy of him. The poor child was taught to sing and to strain his little fingers upon the piano
keys almost as soon as he could speak, although he could not walk until he was four years old. He must have
endured many hours of suffering at the piano, while his father stood over him, beating time with a baton. His
experiences remind us of Beethoven s unhappy boyhood. Carl was still only a tiny boy when he began to
compose. His father urged him on to write music, but never gave him time to think it out carefully. The child
was eleven years old when his mother died, and in the same year his first compositions were published. His
musical training was very irregular, because he had to change teachers so often in the course of his travels. He
stayed for a while at Salzburg, Mozart s birthplace, and took lessons there of...
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