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Cope Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Hardcover. 584 pages. EMPEROR
FRANCIS JOSEPH OF AUSTRIA Biography by JOSEPH REDLICH. Originally published in 1929. INTRODUCTION:
THE life of Emperor Francis Joseph can only be understood in close connection with the political
transformation of Europe and the progressive shift in world power that went on during the century between the
Congress of Vienna and the Treaty of Versailles. It is from that standpoint that it is here written. At the same
time the specific content of this description is his human and political personality. On no other terms can any
bounds be set or any form given to the vast mass of interconnected historical events covered by the period of
Francis Josephs life and reign. Since, however, whether as man or ruler, he falls far short of being an
embodiment of human greatness, it is in a somewhat limited sense only that he fills the conception of a historic
personality. So comprehensive, on the other hand, is the range of countries and peoples over whom he reigned
j so extensive is the period of his governance j so mighty and multifarious are the European issues influenced,
and deeply influenced, by his action and his character, that, judged by the test of influence on great events, he
must be said to have counted for more than any other European monarch of the nineteenth century.
Compared with his, the singular and momentous career of Napoleon III is but an entracte in Europe. Guardian
of an ancient line, inheritor and defender of rights that date far back into medieval times, natural foe of the
modern struggle to transform Europe into a series of closed national states, Francis Joseph assumed and
maintained for sixty years a position in the Europe that...
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