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Correspondence of Commissioner General Beckwith and Others, Showing the Organization and Administration
of the United States Section Among the most instructive developments of modern civilization are those
international exhibitions which, commencing in London in 1851, under the inspiration and auspices of the late
sagacious and public-spirited Prince Albert, have been succeeded by more and more extended and
comprehensive ones, closing in the Universal Exposition held at Paris during the summer of 1867. The
projectors of this great international reunion, aFer mature study of preceding exhibitions, evolved a
programme which embraced in its scope the productions and results of every industry, art, and science, as well
as their processes and methods of operation. This was done not merely for purposes of competition and the
distribution of prizes, but also, and more especially, with the object of passing in review, under the scrutiny of
the most accomplished experts and men of science, all of the fruits of the skill, industry, and inventive and
artistic genius of every nation, in such a manner that the exact condition and the comparative merits or defects
of the industrial development of each nation and of each description of article or process could be set forth; the
progress which such examination indicated, measured, and explained; and the highest standards of excellence
be placed within the reach of all by means of carefully prepared reports. From the commencement of the
industrial epoch which dates from the London Exhibition of 1851 the profound significance and value of such
exhibitions have been realized by the people and governments of the civilized nations. Their beneficent
influences are many and widespread; they...
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