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utmost delight to the hearer, is an acquirement at once difficult to obtain and very valuable when obtained. To
assist the amateur and collector in this pursuit is the object of the present little work. Such a work has long been
a desideratum. Of late years, the History of the Violin and its congeners has received much attention. Elaborate
and costly treatises have been published, some of which being written in Foreign tongues, are exceedingly
difficult to obtain, and not accessible to many of those who desire to peruse them, on that account. Others are
very imperfect and unsatisfying. Others again, are, from their high price, beyond the reach of the greater
number of amateurs. The present work is intended chiefly for the use of those who desire a handy guide to the
principal characteristics both of make and tone which mark the chief builders of this most famous instrument.
Many persons anxious to possess a good instrument, and led away by the very natural desire to possess an
Amati, a Guarnerius, or a Stradiuarius are tempted into purchasing Violins which are presented to them under
false...
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