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indexed. Not illustrated. 1856 Excerpt: .cut in chunks, it dries readily into adobe or sun-made brick, such as is
commonly used in Mexican structures: There is nothing lacking that can contribute to the pioneer s comfort, or
insure an elegant home and sunny future. The Grove is from one to three miles in width, and from north to
south about fiHeen miles. It is, in most parts, a gigantic growth of walnut, hickory, oak, and other valuable
woods, indigenous to the forests of the Mississippi; among which towers the stately sycamore--favorite of the
clasping ivy, and oHenest selected by the wifely grape-vine to upbear her dower of purple clusters. Among the
branching groins and under the leafy roof of this noble prairie cathedral, the mock-bird, brown thrush, the
king-bird, the beautiful oriole, blue-bird, dove and robin, with many another tenant of the shade, breed in
safety, and make the sweet summer air vocal with their matinal song; while over the parterre of yellow and
white primrose and beautiful lynchis at the roots of the trees, the humming-bird, splendid dragon-fly, and that
fairy bee the lady-bird, wamder by in quest of their honey-loves; and 114 DIAMOND SPRING. on decaying trunks
the lusty squirrel sits erect and chatters to the hunter in familiar and happy ignorance that he is good to eat, or
needed on the table where all creation seems to speak, Enough. Of the legendary history of this old Grove there
is--more than I believe, or could wish a friend to...
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