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Examination of the Federalization Movement, in the Light of the Educational Demands, of a Democracy The era
in which society now finds itself is conspicuously one of stress. Out of the vortex of a world-wide war which
threatened to undermine the very structure of society and to render desolate and void the accumulated
treasures of the race, there has developed in the minds of men a critical attitude, a spirit of challenge, and of
keen penetrating inquiry into the foundations of the existing social economy. No institution has escaped the
test; the school, the church, the state, the home, - all have been placed on trial, and all are being weighed in the
balance of public opinion. Out of the babel of confusion that exists on all sides, discrepant voices are heard. On
one side it is the voice of the conservative, firm in the conviction that the present order is inherently sound, and
that its ills can be assuaged by the wise and benevolent administration of constructive reform. On the other side
liHs the voice of the extreme reformer feverishly proclaiming the doctrine of radical change and insistently
defending the thesis that revolution, not evolution, is the sesame to a more benign and equitable order. Society,
then, is in flux. It is becoming extremely self-conscious and critical. Novel interpretations of life and its meaning,
new evaluations of society and its institutions are being oIered in abundance. That modern society has
accomplished marvels in the harnessing of the forces of nature and the building of an imposing material
civilization, there is none to gainsay. That it has secured like...
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