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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board, 1999 OCLC
Number: ocm50794549 Subject: Hazardous substances -- Accidents -- Investigation -- New Jersey. Excerpt: . . . 1.
0 INTRODUCTION Figure 1: Aerial View of the Paterson Plant 1. 1 BACKGROUND On Wednesday, April 8, 1998, at
8: 18 pm, nine workers were injured in an explosion and fire at 7 the Morton International, Inc. ( now Rohm and
Haas Company ) plant in Paterson, New Jersey. This incident was the result of a runaway chemical reaction
during the production of Automate Yellow 96 Dye. Because of the serious nature of the incident, which caused
the hospitalization of two employees, the release of chemicals into the community, and damage to the plant,
the U. S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board ( CSB ) sent a team to investigate the incident.
Morton International, Inc. is a major salt producer and maker of specialty chemicals for a variety of
applications. Morton developed the Automate Yellow 96 Dye product in the 1980s. 7 Morton International, Inc.
was purchased in the spring of 1999 as a wholly owned subsidiary of Rohm and Haas Company, which is a
publicly held Fortune 500 company. 11 This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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