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Oxford University Press Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Political Philosophy: An Historical
Introduction (2nd Revised edition), Michael White, From Greek antiquity to the latest theories, this historical
survey of political philosophy not only covers the major thinkers in the field but also explores the theme of how
political philosophy relates to the nature of man. It illustrates how the great political thinkers have always
grounded their political thought in what the author terms a 'normative anthropology', which typically has not
only ethical but metaphysical and/or theological components. Starting with the ancient Greek Sophists, author
Michael J. White examines how thinkers over the centuries have approached such political and philosophical
concerns as justice, morality, and human flourishing, offering substantial studies of-among others-Plato,
Aristotle, Cicero, Locke, Hobbes, Rousseau, Marx, and J. S. Mill. White highlights the impact of Christianity on
political philosophy, illustrating the diversity of that impact by studies of Augustine, Aquinas, and Marsilius of
Padua. Concluding with an in-depth analysis of John Rawls and contemporary liberal political philosophy, this
text blends insight and information in a refreshing and useful manner. A brief Epilogue considers both the value
and the limitations of political philosophy and its study. "This book is a challenging book, in the best sense.
White's central thesis, while controversial, is nevertheless important, consistently argued - both historically and
philosophically, and presented in a thoroughly engaging manner." - Philosophy in Review "A masterpiece of
clear thinking, this well-written text will challenge many to reflect more closely on matters often too quickly
decided. The result is more than one might ever have expected of an introductory text of this size; indeed a
better introduction to the subject is hard to imagine." - Alastair Hannay, University of Oslo.
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