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illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: . . . ones limit and competes with ones own past record may well be made a regular
feature in many school drills. Even if the same length of time produced in chil Practice in the Case of Addition,
American Journal of Psychology, Vol. XXI, pp. 483-488. dren a percentile improvement only half as great as
here, the gain would still probably be far greater than the gain by any of the customary forms of drill. This is
the nearest norm for a comparison known to the author. Dr. Thorndikes students practiced about 53 minutes;
the children in the authors experiment practiced 60 minutes or about one and a fifth times as long. His students
showed a median gain of 41 per cent; the children in this experiment, 48 per cent. In 50 minutes of practice in
division the children in this experiment made a median gain of 75 per cent. These gains, taken with Dr.
Thorndikes statement that if children should make half as great a gain in the same time as was made by the
university students in his experiment, they would gain more than by methods ordinarily employed in school,
inspire confidence in the practice experiment as a most efficient method for conducting many of the drills
necessary in regular school work. J. C. Brown7 in a study on the value of drill in arithmetic says, Five-minute
drill periods upon the fundamental number facts, preceding the daily lesson in arithmetic, were found to be
beneficialin...
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